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others were only used within narrow local limits. Our merchant shipping used to sail by English charts, even when German charts were to be had. I proceeded therefore systematically to produce a German series of charts. We already possessed charts of our own waters which were executed with greater thoroughness and exactness than the English, but they had several peculiarities to which our sailors were not accustomed. So I got into touch with our seafaring world, ascertained their likings in all details, even as to the form and the kind of paper, and we succeeded ultimately in producing a series of charts which was not only adequate, but also superior to the English. Then we tried to provide charts for big stretches of ocean running into hundreds of miles; one of them was the voyage from Germany to Eastern Asia. I wanted to do something for the dissemination of our language and the strengthening of Germandom, and this was one of my reasons for beginning this.
Guided by the principle of giving the Chinese the benefits of civilization, we erected a high school in Tsingtao; we also had in mind that it would pay from the economic point of view if we introduced our civilization to them. I was no stranger to the idealist standpoint that it was our duty to disseminate knowledge, but my real motive in all this was to set up for us more sounding-boards in the Far East by this extension of our labours. The high school was provided with a middle school for Chinese as a sort of under-structure. We had to get to work quickly, as other-